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1. SUMMARY. AFM LEADERS ADMIRAL ROSA COUTINHO AND SECURITY 
CHIEF GENERAL OTELO DE CARVALHO COMPLETED THEIR THREE-DAY 
EXPOSURE TO SWEDISH SOCIAL DEMOCRACY SEPTEMBER 24. AT THEIR 
FAREWELL PRESS CONFERENCE THE AFM LEADERS REPEATED POINTS MADE 
IN SEVERAL PREVIOUS MEETINGS WITH SWEDISH NEWSMEN (REFTEL) AND 
ADDED A FEW ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, DESCRIBED BELOW. OUTWARDLY 
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THE VISIT SEEMED TO FEATURE A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN AFM LEADERS 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



CONVINCED THAT PORTUGAL NEEDS NON-PARLIAMENTARY FORMS OF 
"DIRECT DEMOCRACY" AND A SWEDISH GOVERNMENT INTENT ON 
DEMONSTRATING THE VIRTUES OF PART,! AMENT ARY DEMOCRACY. IT 
BECAME EVIDENT DURING THE VISIT, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOS 
WANTED TO SHOW THE PORTUGUESE VISITORS THAT THE SWEDISH 
PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM IS IN FACT STRONGLY BUTTRESSED 
BY VARIOUS FORMS OF SWEDISH "DIRECT DEMOCRACY" CALLED 
"PEOPLES MOVEMENTS," INCLUDING THE NATIONAL LABOR UNION 
SYSTEM (LO) AND THE CONSUMER COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT (KF) 

BOTH OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BY A SINGLE PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

1. PARLIAMENTARY VERSUS DIRECT DEMOCRACY. AT THEIR FINAL 
PRESS CONFERENCE, THE TWO LEADERS SAID THAT WHILE THEIR 
VIEWS WERE NOT IDENTIFICAL WITH THOSE OF THEIR SWEDISH HOSTS, 
BOTH SIDES NOW HAD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF EACH OTHERS 
OPINION. COUTINHO CONTRASTED THE 80 YEARS THE SWEDES HAD 
TO DEVELOP THEIR POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS WITH THE SINGLE 
YEAR THE PORTUGUESE PARTIES HAVE HAD. THE PORTUGUESE 
POLITICIANS, HE SAID , "ARE LIKE CHILDREN-AND THEY ALSO 
BEHAVE IN A CHILDISH WAY." CARVALHO SAID HE DID NOT SEE 

ANY APPROPRIATE MODEL FOR PORTUGAL EXCEPT PERHAPS CUBA. 

HE SAID HE REGARDED THE U.S., THE USSR AND "POSSIBLY" 

CHINA AS "IMPERIALIST STATES." ASKED HIS OPINION OF MARIO 
SOARES, CARVALHO NOTED SOARES' COMMENT THAT HE WISHES TO 
"CRUSH CAPITALISM AND ADDED, "I BELIEVE THAT SOARES 
EXPRESSES OUR WILL AND THE WILL OF THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE." 
HOWEVER, HE SAID THAT WHILE THE SOCIALIST PARTY WANTS TO 
GIVE POWER TO PARLIAMENT, THE AFM BELIEVES THAT "POWER 
SHOULD BE ANCHORED MUCH MORE FIRMLY WITH THE PORTUGUESE 
PEOPLE." 

2. NATO. CARVALHO SAID PORTUGAL SHOULD REMAIN A MEMBER 
HZOF NATO FOR THE PRESENT. "PORTUGAL IS BETTER DEFENDED 
THAT WAY." 

3. OPTIMISM ABOUT PORTUGAL. CARVALHO SAID HE DID NOT 
BELIEVE PORTUGAL WOULD DEVELOP INTO ANOTHER CHILE, ADDING 
THAT "EUROPEAN POLITICAL LEADERS WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT 
TO EXPLAIN WHY THEY PERMITTED SUCH A DEVELOPMENT." TO A 
QUESTION ABOUT THE REPORTED THEFT OF 1,000 AUTOMATIC 
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WEAPONS FROM COPCON, CARVALHO REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT IF 
THEY WERE TAKEN BY REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS, THEY WERE IN 
GOOD HANDS. AT AN EARLIER INTERVIEW (AS REPORTED BY 
GUDRUN RYMAN IN DAGENS NYHETER) COUTINHO SAID THE PRESENT 
REGIME IN PORTUGAL WAS "MORE CONSERVATIVE" THAN ITS PRE- 
DECESSOR BUT THAT "THIS IS PERHAPS WHAT WE NEED JUST NOW." 

HE WAS ALSO DESCRIBED AS TAKING THE LINE, IN A SARCASTIC 
TONE, THAT THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAD SHOWN ITS ABILITIES 
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AS A CRITIC BUT WOULD NOW BE SHOWING WHAT IT COULD OR 
COULD NOT DO WHEN IT HAD RESPONSIBILITY. THE AFM LEADERS 
SAID PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD IN FEBRUARY 
1976. 

4. PROGRAM. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, THE GOS PRO- 
GRAM FOR EDUCATING THE PORTUGUESE MILITARY LEADERS 
FOCUSSED ON FIVE AREAS: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE AND GOVERNMENT CONTROL FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF SOCIAL WELFARE, THE ROLE OF LABOR, THE 

COOPERATIVE SYSTEM, EDUCATION, AND THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 
IN HOUSING. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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